
I THINK THE MENTAL DECISION TO START DOING A 
PHD IS ALREADY IS ALREADY A BIG TRANSFORMATION 
IN YOUR PERCEPTION OF WHAT YOU’RE DOING, WHO 
YOU ARE AND WHAT YOU SHOULD BE DOING  Arnaud HENDRICKX

The interview extracts 
presented here 
are taken from an 
interview with Belgian 
architects and PhD 
graduates Jo van den 
Burgh and Arnaud 
Hendrickx, which took 
place at the Sint-Lucas 
School of Architecture, 
Brussels, on 26.02.2015
The focus of the 
conversation was on 
the transformative 
moments or triggers 
which shape the work 
of a PhD by Practice, 
and the different fora, 
or modes of public 
behaviour, through 
which research is 
developed by the 
creative practitioner.

The interview was 
carried out as part 
of the activities 
of ADAPT-r, an 
international creative 
practice research 
training network for 
Architecture, Art and 
Design research.

Arnaud Hendrickx has 
segued from being a 
practitioner designing and 
procuring daring houses 
to being a practitioner
academic, tailoring his 
designing to the research 
collaborations that 
arise within academic 
institutions. Over the 
course of his PhD he 
developed a number 
of art/architecture 
installations in 
collaboration with artists.

Anna Holder is an 
experienced researcher 
at Aarhus School of 
Architecture with the 
ADAPT-r project. She 
trained in architecture 
and planning. Her 
previous research 
explored urban project 
initiating in the UK.

Jo van den Burgh is an 
architect, educator and 
researcher based in 
Ghent, Belgium. From 
1986 he has practiced 
as a sole practitioner 
and in 2002 founded 
y.e.AH! Architects in 
collaboration with Bart 
Uvin. He recieved his PhD 
in architecture through 
the medium of practice 
from the Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology in 
2012.

Eli Hatleskog is an 
experienced researcher 
at University of Ljubljana 
with the ADAPT-r project. 
After training and 
practicing as an architect 
she developed research 
into sustainable and 
participatory planning 
processes in Norway.
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