
Anna HOLDER 

So it was reflecting back 
on previous built work?

Jo VAN DEN BURGH

Yes, I began to look back 
and through other lenses.

Eli HATLESKOG

You saw something 
different in that project?

Jo VAN DEN BURGH

I still remember the 
moment when I took this 
picture. I took it simply 
because I said to myself, 
‘This is a nice image. I 
want to keep this building 
like that’. Full stop. And it 
went into the archive.

But having gone through 
the spaces of this house 
mentally, it came back. 
And I said ‘OK, there 
have been transformative 
triggers before that one’. 
This was a moment of 
insight. Which is perhaps 
the second definition of 
transformative triggers. 

And then out of that, in 
the research itself, I made 
this design (gestures 

It kept bugging me, this 
tension between the 
mental image and physical 
image, and at a certain 
moment, it became clear 
that this tension was in all 
my projects, somehow… 
you saw the lines and 
they were connected 
to all projects. It’s very 
visual, it seemed like this 
one project that was not 
connected, suddenly was 
connected to everything. 

Anna HOLDER

And when in your 
research process did 
these triggers and 
transformations happen?

Jo VAN DEN BURGH 

It was a mid-way in 
the PhD. Halftime. The 
second half of the PhD 
was much more intense, 
deeper. Because I began 
to focus on that which 
had been triggered, 
and then I began to 
see this (gestures to 
site photograph, above 

right) which as a moment 
precedes that one.

to drawing, far left). As a 
piece of architecture that 
should look like this in 
its final state. And then 
approaching the end 
of the PhD, there was 
another one like this (detail 

sketch, left). Which was part 
of the design for my new 
workshop. 

I began to see there is a 
chain of transformative 
triggers. Like a chain 
reaction. One trigger, 
triggers another trigger, 
that triggers another… 
And once you begin to see 
that, I think you become 
able to instrumentalise it. 

One trigger
TRIGGERS ANOTHER, 
TRIGGERS ANOTHER. 
ONCE YOU BEGIN TO 
SEE THAT I THINK YOU 
BECOME ABLE TO 
INSTRUMENTALISE IT


